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UINTAH MIDDLE SCHOOL  
COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 

November 7th, 2016 
 
ATTENDING:     ABSENT: 
Kathleen Hawkins (Principal)   Michelle Coon 
Jon Gorski      Jennifer Anderson  
Heather McKee     Ricki Hackford (came but doors were locked) 
James Stratton     Cheryl Meier 
Tami Valora       
           
Jim Munford (Counselor) 
Jeni Gudac (Counselor) 
 
Introductions 
Heather McKee opened the meeting and had each person introduce himself/herself. 
      
Fall Testing 
Uintah Middle School has finished the base line Sage testing.  Most teachers use the data from 
spring to spring to determine how much growth was made.  The science teachers have to use 
fall to spring numbers.  Student Achievement consistently falls over the summer break.   
There is a movement to get rid of the Sage test at the state level.  There seems to be a 
perception that Sage is a Common Core test.  The Sage test is a Utah test that has been created 
by educators and parents in the state of Utah.  Teachers say they can tell that it has more rigor 
than the old Core test by the scores they are seeing.  Other states have liked what they see and 
have purchased the test from Utah.  It would be very expensive to do a new test, and it takes a 
couple years before there is enough data to use.  Because Sage is a Utah test and not a common 
core, we can’t compare numbers across the country as we could with the NWEA test. 
 
School Plan 
Teachers are expected to let students know what they will learn each day, why they are learning 
it and how they will know if they have learned it.  This is called “Knows & Do’s”.  Mrs. Hawkins 
recently visited each of the 29 Reg. Ed. Classrooms and conducted a Feedup – “Knows & Do’s” 
Student Survey.  87 students were surveyed (3 students from each classroom).  When asked 
“What are you learning today?” 86 students said they knew and only 1 said they didn’t or were 
unsure.  When asked “Why are you learning this?” 49 students knew and 38 said they didn’t 
know or were unsure.  When asked “How will you know if you have learned it?” 34 students 
knew and 53 didn’t know or were unsure.  Some of the teachers’ ideas to bring help students 
with what they need to know are:  writing good objectives, share more, put a sample problem in 
the “Do”. 
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Our school plan to increase scores is to have students read more informational text. The sixth 
grade teachers have decided to take one day a week and do Interventions based on student 
need.  The schools goal is to have students be 70% proficient in Language Arts and Math.   
 
Counselor Items 
The 8th grade CCR (college career readiness) is coming up. Counselors will be going over 
graduation requirements with 8th grade students. Utah Futures website orientation is also a part 
of 9th grade preparation.  
https://utahfutures.org/ Utah Futures is a state sponsored site that allows Utah residents to 
explore occupational interests and plan out educational opportunities and careers. Students will 
sign into the site as guests and explored the Utah Futures resources. Students have the 
opportunity to set up personal accounts that will allow them to save information and plan out 
their future; however, (due to recent legislation) students must do this on their own time for 
now. 
  
Patron Input 
The school is not having students job shadow like they have in the past.  Instead they are 
bringing in business people from the community to talk to students.  They will also have a day 
that they do a “Reality Town”.  There was parent concern that there was value in the job 
shadowing, and they wish the students were still doing it.  The counselors said that even though 
we won’t be doing it this year, we will look at all the options for next year. 
 
The counselors asked parent to tell what they are hearing about our school from other parents.  
The parents haven’t been hearing anything negative.  They have heard that the behavior of the 
students from our school is commendable.  Mrs. Hawkins credits positive student behavior to 
the use of the “Classy” program each day.  Teachers commented on how much they love this 
time each day to get to know their students’ needs and to find out how they are doing.  It is a 
fun, inviting time where they can give their own ideas for service to others.   
 
Mrs. Hawkins mentioned that she had a parent come to her with concerns on letting students 
use phones during certain times of the day.  She would like parents to give her feedback on 
what they think.  The counselor said we could add cell phone use to the climate survey that will 
be given to parents. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:40pm.  The next meeting is scheduled for February 6th, 2017. 
 
 


